REMEMBERING VIETNAM QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE

The conflict in Vietnam involves a mind-boggling
mass of acronyms, a lengthy cast of characters,
and a multiplicity of terms. Use this guide to help
you keep track of the architects, fighting forces,
and battle sites of the Vietnam War.
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ABOUT THE TERM “VIET CONG”
Americans and their South Vietnamese allies referred
to the South Vietnamese insurgents as “Viet Cong,” a

derogatory term that roughly translates to “Vietnamese
traitor” or “Vietnamese communist.” The insurgents
called themselves liberators. Officially, the “Viet Cong”
were known as the National Liberation Front of South
Vietnam and the People’s Liberation Armed Forces.
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